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Some Background

Since moving to Finland, I have been assessing 
the local level of knowledge and the various 
implementations of agroecological techniques. I 
have discovered that a number of niches remain 
open that I would like to begin filling.

My goal is to establish a small business that takes 
advantage of these open markets and provides 
funds that will be put towards purchasing a small 
family farm in the near future.

I am interested in starting small and Lillklobb has 
many of the key features that I would be look-
ing for when it comes time to purchase a farm. I 
intend to use the space as a small farm incubator 
and proving ground. This means that as many of 
the farm enterprises I seek to establish on a larger 
scale will first be trialled, refined, and put into ac-
tion at Lillklobb. My business concept is multifac-
eted and each component reinforces the others.

Principally, the concept revolves around the es-
tablishment of a permaculture demonstration site. 
Utilizing both permaculture and Holistic Manage-
ment, I intend to design a microfarm producing 
herbs, berries, fruits, and nuts in novel ways. This 
farm will be the first of its kind in all of Finland. 
While other small scale permaculture sites exist, 
they are private holdings and are not intended to 
produce an income.

To support ongoing ecological production, a farm 
to table to farm model utilizing worm composting 
will be established to create high quality organic 
inputs. Organic waste from restaurants and mar-
kets will be processed on site. These can be used 
in the gardens and nursery with the surplus sold 
to the public. In addition, other biological inputs 
such as mycorrhizal fungi inoculants and organic 
fertilizers will be used and sold. Together with 
the agricultural production and design, these soil 
amendments will form a complete exhibition of 
agroecology in Finland. 

Using the demonstration site as a living example, 
design and educational services will be offered to 
the public. Permaculture design aimed at home 
owners and summer cottages will be bolstered by 
the tactile experience of visiting a working model. 
Workshops and courses will provide additional 
income and public interaction. 
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Initial Site Assessment

Since ceasing agricultural production towards the 
end of the 20th century, the knoll known as Lillk-
lobb has succeeded towards a mixed woodland 
habitat. The old foundations of the many small 
out buildings, barns, and houses are to be found 
near deserted home orchards and yards. 

The site can be characterized best as one that has 
been left to its own devices. The late succession 

trees such as oak, elm, ash, and lime are present 
due their being planted by former inhabitants. 
Meanwhile, in spaces that have been recently 
vacated, earlier successional species such as birch, 
aspen, and elderberry are dominant.

These species sit upon a hillock with a strong 
north-south ridge line that creates distinct micro-
climates and lends itself to a multifaceted landuse 
plan. Challenges include lack of sunlight and the 
presence of pervasive perennials.

Facing west, unoccupied apple orchard. About half day sun. Excellent location for a forest garden.

The southwestern slope with its cottage is well suited as the core of a permaculture demonstration site.
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A Base Concept

If the city grants permission to remove certain 
trees, the above concept could be refined to create  
a landscape desirable to all parties. My initial 
concept reflects basic patterns for temperate 
climate agroecology: multifunctional hedgerows 
on contour provide food, fuelwood, and wildlife 
habitat. Planted amongst them are mixtures of 
useful herbs, perennial foods, patches of annual 
vegetable production, and many ecological sup-
port species. Corridors above the hedgerows are 
devoted to grass and clover paddocks for pastur-
ing chickens utilizing holistic management. 

The core of the permaculture demonstration site 
will be the existing, but vacant, cottage. Immedi-
ately adjacent will be intense cultivation including 
plans for an insulated, heated, and highly produc-
tive greenhouse. Other key infrastructure such 
as washing and packing stations will be included 
in this complex. As a production farm, this area 
will by necessity be off limits to the public during 
working hours out of safety and privacy concerns. 
Open farm tours and workshops will provide 
structured and safe (for the plants and animals) 

public interaction.

Many of these same techniques and management 
strategies will carry over to the eastern side of the 
property. Inside the manor house’s yard, I envi-
sion a children’s garden integrated with outdoor 
living rooms. Directly adjacent and outside the 
fence to the south, the home orchard would be 
reclaimed and modified to demonstrate permacul-
ture design in a forest garden setting. 

These areas can be designed to better accom-
modate increased public traffic that should arise 
through the coordination and implementation of 
child oriented and theatre events. The overarch-
ing theme should be one of a historic farmstead 
meeting modern landscape design and use.

Dividing these two zones of use will be a stately 
crown of mature oak, elm, and ash trees: a combi-
nation of hardwoods not seen very often in Fin-
land. This small wood can be set aside as a small 
reserve where maintenance is aimed at main-
taining the health of the valuable species there 
through monitoring and support for a diverse age 
population.


